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Parish Council Members Ministry Leaders
Father Spiro Kehayes 909-0173 Bylaws
Paul Chacalos 242-6467 George Spanos & Lesa Vasiliou-Tustin
George Cosmides 233-7961 Chanter
Paul Joanou 243-1671 Stgve'Frangos
Liz Kademenos 242-5907 Choir Director
John Karras 233-2211 Anngtte Vidis
Gus Kayafas 233-1816 HeI_Ienlc Center N _
Bill Petroplus Liz Kademenos & Lesa Vasiliou-Tustin
Patrick Riddle 243-8951 Financial Planning
Eric Root 336-3014 Paul Joanou & John Karras
Pete Sapon 242-2992 Fundraising & Social
Jerry Sklavounakis 242-8168 George Cosmides & Bill Petroplus
Lesa Vasiliou-Tustin ~ 412-217-1648 L'tGUL%'C}?; Na%;:gs
Annette Vidis 232-7143 eus hayaia

Living Memoarial Endowment
Parish Council Officers George Margaretes & Dr. Jim Hadjis
i Maintenance
George Spanos President . .
Gus ana?as Vice President Gus Kayafas & Patrick Riddle
idi Newsletter

ég{]eetstzggﬂls Sejqrrs;zzralrer Melanie Riddle & Janice Ogden

Elizabeth Kademenos Corresp. Secretary
Trustees

Goldie Basil

Dr. James Hadijis

George Mamakos

Gus Sokos

George Varlas

Auditing Committee
Steve Grammen, George Mamakos, & Frank Jo

Church Secretary

Janice Ogden 233-0757
Office Hours: M-F 10:00-1:00
Or by appointment
Custodian
Bill Milan 695-6269

Public Relations
Melanie Riddle

Sanctuary Beautification
Father Spiro Kehayes, John Karras, Gus Kayafas,
George Cosmides, Frank Joanou, & Paul Joanou
Spiritual Growth & Outreach
Patrick & Melanie Riddle

Stewardship
Patrick Riddle

Website

hnouPatrick Riddle

Youth Ministries
Maria Kayafas & Melanie Riddle

Agape Dancers Maria Kayafas

Greek School Stella Parikakis

Hara Louise Mamakos

Philoptochos  Lesa Vasiliou-Tustin & Annette Vidis
Over Fifties Fr. Spiro Kehayes & George Margare

es
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Parish Council Minutes
December 3, 2008

The regular meeting of Parish Council was calledrtter at 6:00 with an opening prayer.

Present:
Father Spiro Kehayes, Pete Sapon, Paul Chacalsa,\{&siliou-Tustin, Annette Vidis, Bill PetropluSeorge
Spanos, Patrick Riddle, George Cosmides, John &dria Kademenos, Gus Kayafas, & Paul Joanou.

Father Spiro’s report:
Adult Education class concluded last night. Fathézaving December 11th for Naples, FL, for lathér's
memorial service on December 14th. We will hagilastitute priest.

December 21st will be the Church Christmas Party.
A teaching Liturgy was done on Youth Sunday.
Canned goods drive is doing well as well as gdtstiie needy children & families.

The minutes of the previous meeting were readridReRiddle moved to accept the minutes, secongeldeisa
Vasiliou-Tustin. Carried.

Treasurer’s report: _ _ _
Pete Sapon reported checking account is $4,754668.attached. Liz Kademenos moved to accept the
Treasurer’s report, seconded by John Karras. &hrri

Correspondence:
Campus review newsletter
Mountaineer Food bank

Hellenic Center:
Liz Kademenos report the Ambience Contract needdx tsigned before December 31, 2008.

Sanctuary Beautification:
John Karras reported. Renovations are in progréss Kayafas reported. Fund-raising for the mtojentinues.
A letter will be sent out to encourage contribugion

Building Security:
Pete Sapon reported. It was decided to spealetoaterer about making sure the garage door isyalaecured.

Christmas bonuses: _ _
There was discussion about Christmas’ bonuses.K@yafas moved that we allow $600 to be used farghas
bonuses at George Cosmides’ discretion for ourathemployees. Seconded by John Karras. Motiamedar

Greek School:
Gus Kayafas reported. The Greek School has 1@stsid $1,000 check will be cut from the generaraping
fund for the Greek School treasurer.

General Assembly:
General Assembly is scheduled for December 28, 2@0&ctions will be held on January 4, 2009. Zayd1th
is the tentative swearing in of Parish Council &ation of officers.

Council Retreat:
January 18th is the date for the retreat at Sasticre

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Annette Vidis
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Many years before the coming of
Christ there lived a very pious and
Saintly man called Simeon. He was
one of the most intelligent Jewish
scholars of his day. Simeon found
himself praying for the day that the
Saviour would come and deliver all
Israel (and the world) from sin.
Simeon waited for many years, and
finally one evening as he knelt in
prayer, he heard the voice of God
saying to him that he would not die
until he had seen the Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Simeon was
filled with great joy and fervently
prayed each day that the Messiah
would come into the world. Holy
Tradition tells us that Simeon was
over 150 years old when the
Promise of God was fulfilled. The
Bible tells us that finally on
February %, 40 days after the birth
of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary brought the Chdisild to the Temple for Presentation. It
was common Jewish practice to bring the first-bmale child to the Temple and offer him
to the service of the Lord. It was here that Simeaited patiently that day as he had done
for so many years. The Virgin Mary presented theiCithild to Simeon, who took the
infant child in his trembling hands and recited fledowing beautiful prayer which is
recited in the Orthodox Church every evening dutivegVesper services:

Lord now let Your Servant go in peace accordingylour promise, because my eyes have
seen Your salvation which You have prepared in fir@sence of all people, a light to the
Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.

This Jewish tradition of presenting children at Tleenple is still practiced in the Orthodox
Church. In fact, you too were presented by youep to the Church on the"@ay after
your birth. We call this presentation “being Chhed.”

Here’s a question for you: Who is the woman standg behind Simeon in the icon of
the Presentation? Read the scripture passage fdnis Feast (Luke 2:22-40) to find out!



color with your Kids Y,

A very good man named Simeon was told by God tlat h
would not die until he had seen the Savior. It wWasdays
after Jesus’ birth when the Virgin Mary presentbd baby
Jesus at the Temple to Simeon, who was then ov@lyéérs
old. God kept His promise to Simeon. Just as/tlggn Mary

did with Jesus, we still present each baby to ther¢h on the
40" day after birth.



A Sacred Space...
Is a Beautiful Place...

St. John the Divine Sanctuary Beautification Report
Progress Report 3

Completion is just a few weeks away and the neeriot is starting to take shape. Karras painin
conjunction with our decorativartist Mandy Moore have done a wonderful job transing the “Vanilla box
into a beautiful gem.

One can sense the enthusiasm in everyone involsydtey realize they are not just painting a
hanging a light or pounding a nail...they are buidgdanchurch !

Our committee is very please with the progress@artdome of this worthwhile project and anticij
conducting liturgy in the new Sanctuary by earlpifeary.

Iconostas
Progress

Pandocrator Workers

Donations can be made by individuals, families, anganizations or combined familiedf you have an
guestions or would like to consider a donation g¢eeontact:

John Karras, Campaign Chairmen 304 277-4040






Stewardship and the Sanctuary Renovation Fund: Ar¢hey the same?

The two-part Stewardship system that was enactery iyears ago is still in place an
has not changed. It simply was designed to futidl following purposes:

Part |
Operational Expenses
Salaries
Administration costs
Church and Office Supplies
Utilities
Archdiocesan and Metropolis Assesgmen

Part Il

Building Conservation ( BCF)
Elevator replacement Loan
Maintenance and Repairs (ie boil@of,rplumbing)
Small Capital Improvements (ie carpeaint)

Members in good standing are required to make dnpledges to the funds liste
above which are necessary to operate and maingaiochairch on a daily basis.

Sanctuary Renovation Fund ( SRF)
The onset of the Sanctuary renovations requirespacial projects” fund to be created.
This is a short-term fund envisioned to providgéaamounts of money to be raised
five years; specifically for the purpose of renavgtthe Sanctuary utilizing name
categories of recognized giving. Once these fiardsraised, the SRF will be retireq.
The mechanism will be resurrected when and, iflegrospecial project is necessary
be implemented.

So in essence, Stewardship and Sanctuary Renosarerdifferent but their end resu
is the same: To support the mission of the charthperpetuation of the faith.
Signed,

Your Stewardship and Renovation Committees
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Remember Godparent Sunday, February 1st

Come to church with your children, godchildren,
grandparents, and parents.

0O & A about your faith

How can a Godparent or sponsor live up to his or hre
responsibilities? What are some of these respongibies?

The sponsor is a very important person in the bayal service and in the life of
the baptized Christian. In the early Church thgonity of persons entering the
Church were adults. This meant that they were tabieake their own profession
of faith, to reject evil and sin, and personallyreoit themselves to Christ. In
infant baptism, which otherwise has much to commignthis is not possible.
The parents make the decision to baptize theidckhius bringing the child into
the life of redemption. It is the Godparent, hoeewvho rejects the deuvil,
accepts Christ, and who makes the profession thf a1 behalf of the child. Itis
a mistake for Godparents to think of their roleaasnerely social one. 1t is
primarily religious and spiritual. The task of tli&dparent does not consist
simply in buying a cross and some new clothing, padicipating in the service
of baptism (saying the words mentioned above, amgrthe child with the oil,
receiving the child from the font, processing ambtime font, bringing the child to
its first Holy Communion). All these things are n@lg the beginning of the
responsibilities of the sponsor. For with thesis,abe sponsor assumes a lifelong
commitment to care for the spiritual aspects of ltfeeof his or her Godchild.
This means several things. First, to see it, togrewith the parents, that the child
Is taught the necessary things for the living & @hristian life. This includes
attendance at Church, religious education classel, most importantly, frequent
participation in the Sacrament of Holy Communid&odparents should also have
close personal ties with their Godchildren. Thiegidd visit with them regularly,
in person, by letter, or on the phone. They shoeitdember their Godchildren on
their name days, birthdays, and other holidayd.thdd should be accompanied by
loving counsel and concern in reference to theowaristages of their lives with a
view to the Christian formation of the Godchildh later years, during the teens, a
Godparent who has done these things during childliyears, may prove to be the
only one who can influence a young person duringséhtrying and difficult
times. Finally, the Godparent should include mis@&r Godchild in daily prayers.



Orthodox Christian Network (OCN) , an agency of SCOBA, has been established to create a
national, sustainable and effective media witness for the Orthodox Christian Church in North
America. OCN produces high-quality programs and media tools for local parishes that reach
people for Christ 24 hours a day, 7 days a week .

Our Mission

To strengthen the Orthodox communities of North Ame rica and to share the
timeless faith of Orthodoxy with the contemporary w orld by using modern
media: radio, the Internet, podcasts, DVDs, televis ion and more.

Our Vision

To inspire the faithful everywhere; raise up our children; call back the wayward; and
reach beyond to our cities and towns with the joyful, Christ-centered message of
the Orthodox Christian Church.

Our Current Programs and Services

-Come Receive the Light : A weekly radio program heard in 100 cities in the U.S.
and the Bahamas.

-The Ark: A 24/7 Internet radio station with contemporary Orthodox music and
teaching programs with some of the best Orthodox speakers in North America.

-The Rudder : A 24/7 Internet radio station with traditional Orthodox chant from
around the world and the same teaching programs and special features as the Ark.

-Podcasts : Including archives of CRTL and other special features, interviews, and
programs.

-Sunday's Divine Liturgy : Broadcast online live from St. Demetrios Greek
Orthodox Church in Fort Lauderdale, FL (home of OCN).

-Parish Arks : 24/7 Internet radio stations for local parishes. OCN partners with
parishes who creates a customized version of the Ark that features local
programming for each parish.

-MyOCN.net: a popular Web site that hosts the programs listed above and other
material, including The OCN Blog and articles from a number of Orthodox
scholars, priests and lay theologians.
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Baptism Congratulations

Andrew Jason Gallagher was baptized on Saturday,
November 22, 2008. He is the son of Deanna &
Jason Gallagher & little brother of Thomas, of
Cranberry, PA. Maternal grandparents are Valefi
D. Lakios of Warwood & Dean Lakios o
Wheeling. Paternal grandparents are the late
& Lorraine Gallagher of New Jersey. Andrew’s \

godparents are Paul & Michelle Stakias of Weirton. »—

Congratulations! ,_/\/




Over 50’s group

will start meeting

in March (due to winter conditions)
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Presentation of
our Lord to
the Temple

Div. Lit., 10 am
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Council Mtg.,
6 pm
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1 year memoria
Helen Johnston
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TENTATIVE
Ladies
Philoptochos
Meeting & Party,
Hoss's, 2 p.m.
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Saturday of
the Souls
Div. Lit. 10 am
Memorial 11 am

5 year memorial
Angelina Varlas

Bowling Night

5p.m.

Elm Grove Lanes

'8
Saturday of
the Souls
Div. Lit. 10 am
Memorial 11 am
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